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Subject: Byron Bethany Irrigation District-West Side Irrigation District
Consolidation

Dear Commissioners,

The respective Boards of Directors of the Byron Bethany Irrigation District
(BBID) and the West Side Irrigation District (WSID) have been working
diligently to craft a consolidation proposal for consideration by your
Commission. The proposal has now reached fruition, and the Districts are ready
to move forward to consolidation.

REQUEST

The Boards of Directors of BBID and WSID hereby request that San Joaquin
LAFCo set the consolidation proposal for hearing before the Commission.

JUSTIFICATION FOR REQUEST

1. Because the respective District Boards have adopted substantially similar

resolutions of application (a concurrent resolution, in fact), pursuant to

Section 56853 of the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government

Reorganization Act of 2000, the Commission is required to approve, or

conditionally approve, the proposal.

2. The Districts' preferences are that the consolidation proposal be

approved with appropriate conditions in order to satisfy the Commission

as well as the Executive Officer. However, as originally conceived by the

Executive Officer, the consolidation process would require preparation

of Municipal Service Reviews (MSRs) for each existing district under

current conditions; preparation of an Updated Sphere of Influence (SOI)

for each district; and completion of environmental review prior to

consideration of the consolidation.

3. Given the limited discretion afforded the Commission by Section 56853,

these prerequisites do not make any logical sense to BBID or WSID.
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